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Greetings Parents and Kids, 

This edition’s theme is “This Little Light of Mine!” 

Parents:  We must be intentional about raising children of light. 
It requires time and planning to teach our children to walk as 
children of light. Fill your house with joyful Christian music, 
share Bible stories with your children and celebrate holidays 
with a focus on Jesus and Christian values. Teach your children 
to pray not just for themselves, but also for people around 
the world. Parents, please share your feedback. You may send 
your feedback to us by e-mail, visionkids@fbcglenarden.org.

Kids: You may be small, but you can make a BIG impact at 
home, school or wherever you are, by doing what is right. 
When you do that your light shines. God can use your light 
to draw other people to Himself. Read VISION Kids cover to 
cover and learn how to let your light shine. Enjoy and share 
your feedback about what you learn with your parents.

     Reverend Belynda Gentry

Our Mission —
To reach out to youth ages 
5-12 by sharing the good news 
of Jesus Christ through articles 
and activities.

Age Group Mission —
We are hanging on the Word of 
God as we grow!

Foundation Scripture —
“But Jesus said, “Let the 
little children come to Me, 
and do not forbid them; 
for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matthew 19:14).

VISION Kids is published five times a year by the FBCG Magazine Ministry.
Contact us at VISIONKids@fbcglenarden.org
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 H ave you ever heard the phrase “Be a 
light for others,” but didn’t know what it 
meant? It means that you should stand 
out from the crowd. Do not be a follower, 
be a leader.

 When your friends talk about how 
weird the new kid is, change the subject 
to something positive. Other kids should 
see that you are different and not just 
imitating what everyone else does. They 
should see that you are different by the 
way you talk, dress and act.

 Once others take notice of the way you 
act, they too will begin to act differently. 
All it takes is one person to make a 
difference. You will start a domino effect.

 As children of God, we 
need to be able to shine 
in dark places. Remember 
that God loves you today 
and always!

        “That’s it for now!” 
          Ciara G. Tatem
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Shine On!

Hi, Ciara here…



In Matthew 5:14, the Bible tells us that, 
“You are the light of the world. A city 
that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.” 
Isn’t it wonderful that God thinks of us 
so highly! 

 When God tells us that we are the 
light of the world, He means that as 
Christians, people should be able to look 
to us as models of how to act, speak and 
live in order to please Him.

 To be the light of the world may seem 
like a huge task, but God sent the 
Holy Spirit to help and guide us in the 
right way. He has given us an important 
assignment, but how do we show everyone 
our light? You can show the world your 
“light” by helping others, listening to 
the people God placed in your life to help 
you and most importantly by spreading 
the gospel with everyone you meet. 
 Everywhere you go, God wants you 
to be a walking example for the world 
to see. When you’re at church, on the 
playground at school, with friends and at 
home, you should remind yourself that 
God wants us to represent Him in the 
best way that we can. Even when you 
think no one is watching, remember that 
God is everywhere and nothing makes 
Him happier than when we obey Him and 
draw others to Him through our “light.”

 Just like the song “This little light of 
mine, I’m gonna let it shine” – always 
remember to let your “light” shine!
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Feature Story
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By Aja Clark

Let  Your             Shine!Light



A SOUND MINDFeature
Story

Did Jonah let his light shine? 
Write what Jonah did on the line below after 

reading his story in Jonah Chapter 1. 
________________
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By Kela Stancil

Answer: No!  Jonah disobeyed God and ran away. He did not allow his light to shine through obedience.

   In the Bible, 2 Timothy 1:7
     says, “For God has not 
       given us a spirit of fear, 
        but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” 
        This verse lets us know that God doesn’t want
        us to be afraid of anything – not even the dark.

     One fear that I have is swimming. I’m afraid 
that I might drown and I don’t like putting my head 
under water. I needed to get over my fear of that.

 I spent time at a camp where kids were learning 
to swim. My friend asked me if I wanted to learn. 
I said no because I was scared. My friend told me 
that God said to have a sound mind and to not be 
afraid. So, I decided to do it. I put my head under 
water and felt relieved that I had overcome my 
fear of drowning. I knew that God had protected 
me!

 So, when you go to bed at night and feel afraid 
of the dark, just remember that God is with you. 
Also, remember that Jesus is your nightlight!

  J
es

us
 Is

 My Nightlight!

Are you 
afraid of 
the dark? 
Well, your 

fear of the 
dark is
 over!
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friends
We are 

hanging out 
with Jesus!

Let’s Shine for 

Jesus!

I sit
 up and wait fo

r 

the snow to sta
rt 

falling! Ju
st to

 see the 

snowflakes tw
inkling in 

the moonlight and under 

each stre
et lig

ht. Night 

doesn’t se
em as dark 

then.

•	 THE	WORLD	IS	LIT	BY	HIS	LIGHT	…	JOHN	8:12
•	 HIS	LIGHT	SHINES	IN	THE	DARKNESS	…	JOHN	1:5
•	 HIS	LIGHT	TURNS	PEOPLE	AWAY	FROM	DARKNESS	…	ACTS	26:17-18
•	 HE	LIGHTS	OUR	PATH	AND	WAY	…	PSALM	119:105
•	 HIS	LIGHT	BRINGS	KNOWLEDGE	TO	OUR	HEARTS	…	2	CORINTHIANS	4:6

VISION Kids - JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012

Yes, it 
is so

 beautiful! M
y Sunday 

school lesson reminded me that Jesus 

is our lig
ht – both day and night! W

e 

can ask Him to help us by lighting 

the way! 

Yes, I have done that!  Not only will 

Jesus light our way, the Bible tells us 

that He calls us to be lights too. He 

wants us to shine bright no matter 

where we are! He reminds us that 

“You are the light of the world…” 

(Matthew 5:14).

Even though you are children, 
God desires that you shine 

through the light of 
Jesus Christ.

I know God wants us 

to rest, but on snowy 
nights –

 I just can’t!

Why is it so dark 

at night?

The Bible tells us that God 

made the day and night. 

Night is special because he 

wants us to rest during that 

time.



By  Miniya Jefferson
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Jesus Is My 
Flashlight!     

ByNailah Jefferson
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When do you use a flashlight? Do you use it to 
see in the dark? I do. But I know someone who 
is better than any flashlight – and that’s Jesus 
Christ!

 He tells me the right things to do when I 
need help. The Bible says, “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble” 
(Psalm 46:1).

 Just as a flashlight helps lead you through darkness, Jesus is 
my guide. He guides me through obstacles that come my way. 
The Bible says “For You are my lamp, O LORD; The LORD shall 
enlighten my darkness” (2 Samuel 22:29).

 Picture yourself in a dark room without a flashlight. Nothing 
is visible. The same is true with God if you don’t stay connected 
to Jesus. Darkness forms around those who sin by not staying 
connected to Jesus through the Word of God.

 The Bible says, “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather expose them” (Ephesians 5:11).  If 
you haven’t already done so, invite Jesus into your heart today 
and keep your flashlight on!

Jesus is my flashlight,
He shines so bright.

No matter what others say,
I will follow His light all the way.

When things get out of hand,
on the Word of God

I stand.

Jesus is my light in the darkness,
             when I can’t see
        His light is my electricity.

         He will shine forevermore,
       and open up brand new doors.

   How do I know that Jesus is the light?
    Ohhhhhhhhhh the Bible – that’s right!

                John 8:12 says,
       “Jesus is the ‘light of the world’ ”

          and that goes for every man, 
               woman, boy and girl!

Poem: Jesus Is
My Flashlight!

Feature Story

Artwork created
by  Tiana Marshall
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Feature Story

  By Minister Khadijah A. Bey

My beloved little ones,

Have you ever wondered what morning would be like 
without sunrise or sunlight? Or the night, if there were 
no streetlight or other lights to reveal the way? What 
if there was no flow of electricity to bring light into 
your home, school or church – not even batteries to 
operate a flashlight?  

 Well, the world would be in darkness at all times. 
You would not be able to see the many beautiful 
things my Father has created for you to enjoy. You 
would not be able to look in a mirror and see how 
wonderfully God has created you!  

 Any time without light is unimaginable. No matter 
day or night, you have access to natural or artificial 
light, even when there is an eclipse of the sun or 
moon. An eclipse occurs when the sun or moon 
temporarily moves in the shadow of the other, 
causing it not to be seen or only partially seen. 

 When you confess Me to be Lord and Savior in your 
life, you will always have My light in you. There are 
many people who have not confessed Me as Lord 
and Savior, and they live in darkness. They have 
been overcome by the ways of the world, and may 
not believe that I love them or want to save them. 
They don’t seek Me to help them.

 My blessed child, there are so many children that 
walk in darkness. They are around you at school and 
birthday parties. They may even be your friends.

 My desire is for my light to always shine through 
you. That way, others will know that I love them too – 
so they may seek Me and find Me!

 Yesterday is gone, but you have today and 
tomorrow. Will you shine for Me?

                                                                                          
The Light of the World,                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                           
Jesus Christ

Shine W
ill

 You Will 
You 

Shine 
For     

Me?

  

  “Then Jesus spoke to them 
again, saying, “I am the 

light of the world. He who 
follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light 

of life” (John 8:12).

Me?
For     



  By Michele Renee Woodfork
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Feature Story
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Light!

Artwork created by
  Ashley Mack

Imagine being on a dark road and not 
knowing which way to turn. Suddenly, 
you see a flash of light and begin to walk 

toward it. As you walk toward it, the light 
gets brighter and you are able to see the 
road clearly. You shout with joy because you 
are no longer without direction and know 
which way to turn!

 Sometimes we may feel lost, sad and 
not know which way to turn. When that 
happens, we must turn to and follow the 
light of Jesus Christ. We follow the light of 
Jesus Christ through prayer, reading the Bible 
and spending time with God.

 When we follow His light, others are able 
to see that we are different in a 
wonderful way. This draws others 
to us and we get the chance to talk 
about Jesus and how following His 
light makes a difference in us every 
day!

“For you were once darkness, 
but now you are light in the 
Lord. Walk as children of light” 
(Ephesians 5:8).
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SEE WHAT I SEE !Bible Stories
Department

 

That’s what YOU are to God 
and to the world – light and salty!  
When you look in the mirror, you 
won’t see a light glowing from 
your body nor would you taste 
salty. But, God shines the light of 
His love through you and He has 
seasoned you with the salt of His 
Word so that you can flavor the 
earth with it. 

 In the Bible, the Book of Esther 
tells of a young girl, named 
Hadassah (Esther) who helped 
save the Jewish people from

VISION Kids - JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012

Light

refrigerator for two days before I 
threw them out. 

 In Matthew 5:13, God says 
that we are “the salt of 
the earth.” Just like 
salted French fries, 
we flavor the earth 
with God’s love and 
His Word and make 
it a much better 
place for everyone 
to live, work and 
play. Are you a 
salty person for 
God?

 Laser tag is a cool game where 
tag is played in the dark. The only 
light is from the reflective vest 
worn by the players. Everyone is 
drawn to the light in order to see. 
However, the object is to quickly 
tag someone when you see their 
light, before they tag you!  

 In the same manner, God wants 
you to tag others with your light 
for Him by sharing His love and 
how good He is, even when our 
days seem dark and gloomy.

 Matthew 5:14 says that, “You 
are the light of the world ….”  So, 
stand up for God!  Tell your family, 
friends and others about God so 
that they may see His light and 
good works through you, for His 
honor and glory!

being murdered by the wicked 
plot of Haman. Out of all of the 
beautiful women in the world, 
Esther’s light captivated the 
king so much that he eventually 
crowned her Queen Esther.  She 
prepares a huge feast for King 
Ahasuerus where she arranges 
the right atmosphere and a 
scrumptious meal, so that she 
would have the attention of the 
king to forewarn him of the plot.  

 Queen Esther wins the king’s 
favor by serving as a reflection 
of God’s light and seasoning her 
speech with just enough salt so 
that he could learn the truth about 
God, overthrow evil in his palace 
and restore the Jewish people to 
their rightful inheritance. 

 I love salted French fries! I 
used to cook them for my kids 
so they would eat everything 
on their plate. One time, I forgot 
to season the fries with salt. 
They smelled great, but no one 
ate them because they tasted 
like cardboard. They sat in the 

SaltY
and 

By  Marilyn Davy



Me & JesusDevotional
Department

  By  Kissa Clark
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Dear Jesus,

Help me to always remember to follow the path 
you light for me because you are my flashlight. 
May my light forever shine so that others will see 
my happiness, draw closer to you and come to 
know how good you are. Amen.

Mr. and Mrs. Shaker
 says, 

“All foods do not need 
both of us at the same 

time, but to show 
the love of Jesus to 
everyone, your light 
must always shine! 

Then, watch how God 
uses your light to help 

others know more 
about Jesus Christ and 

His kingdom work!”

Artwork created by
  Caleb Barnes

This Little Light of Mine!

O     ne of the first songs that I remember 
singing in church was “This Little Light of 
Mine.” The grownups that heard us sing would 
clap and encourage us by saying “Yes, let your 
light shine!” Although I loudly and proudly 
sang the words, I had no idea of their true 
meaning. 

 Why is light so important and why should 
you let your light shine for the entire world 
to see?

 Now, I realize that this song has several 
meanings. First, we know that Jesus is our 
flashlight and will guide us on the path that 

leads to God. We should follow the light of 
Jesus, so that we are not led in a direction 
that makes God unhappy. 

 When others see us following the light of 
Jesus, they will notice that we treat others as 
He would by being obedient to our parents 
and helping those in need.

 Secondly, we should show others how they 
can have a personal relationship with God and 
what a difference it will make in their lives.

 A special relationship with the Father makes 
us excited to share Him, so that others may 
feel the same joy and follow His light!



Artwork created 
by 

 Karis Barnett
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SHARE JESUS’ LOVE

I want to involve you in an 
exciting venture, which was given 
to us by God Himself. God said 
for us to reach the nations. That 
means that we are to share the 
love of Jesus with people all 
around the world even though 
they may not look like us, speak 
like us or live as we do.
  
 “Kids Around the World” will 
appear regularly in VISION Kids. 
It will help you learn how to be a 
part of God’s great plan in making 
sure that everybody hears the 
Good News. You will be able to 
pray for kids around the world, 
write to kids in various nations 
and become more mission-
minded.

 Can you imagine how excited 
kids around the world would be to 
receive a letter from you? Starting 
with the next issue, you will get 
information about kids that you 
can write to.

 Let me share some writing 
guidelines, so that you will be 
ready to start with the next issue.

By Audree Arrington                       around the World

kids Kids ... In some 
countries, there is no electricity in 
the homes. The families may have 
little lamps that they carry from 
room to room or no lamps at all. 
Some of the kids may be afraid of 
the dark, just like you and me. But 
once we are saved, Jesus reminds 
us that He will protect us. Jesus 
is our nightlight and knowing that 
makes kids smile!

 When writing to the children, 
please follow these guidelines:

•  Always talk about the 
   goodness of God.

•  Tell them about your family, 
   how many sisters and brothers
   you have.

•  Don’t talk about the material 
   things that you have. They
   don’t have those kinds of
   things and we don’t want to
   hurt their feelings.

•  If you can’t write as well as 
   you would like, draw a picture 
   to tell them all about you and
   your family or what you love
   about God.

•  I’m sorry you can’t send them
   any gifts or money. Only 
   write letters or draw pictures.

•  Never include your personal
   address or telephone number.
   We will provide return 
   address information in the 
   next issue.

VISION Kids - JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012

Hey, kids!
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Book Review

I recommend reading “"The Legend of the 
Valentine" because it talks about how 
Jesus wants us to love our enemies.

 The book is written by Katherine Grace Bond 
and is about a boy named Marcus. Marcus is 
sad because his dad is in jail with Martin Luther 
King Jr. He is also mad because a boy named 
Travis bullies him at school.

 Marcus told his grandmother about 
Travis. His grandmother told him the 
story of Valentine, who was a Christian 
man. After hearing the story about 
Valentine, Marcus was nice to Travis, 
even though Travis was mean to him.

 I like this story because it reminded 
me that it is important to love your 
enemies and those who are mean to 

An Inspirational Story of Love 
and Reconciliation

you. A Bible verse that goes with this story 
is Mark 5:44, “"But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 
those who hate you, and pray for those who 
spitefully use you and persecute you . . . "

 I recommend that you read this book, so that 
you too are reminded to love your enemies!

By Bethany Jackson
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The Legend of the Valentine



Out of the Box
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Parents
Department

Shine!

In the beginning, God 
created the heavens 
and the earth and 
His first recorded 

words were, “Let there be light” 
(Genesis 1:3).  Just as God 
commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, He desires to 
shine in your heart.  Whether 
you’re feeling the sunshine by 
the poolside or shut in your 
room during a wintry blizzard, 
God desires for you to sparkle 
like the stars He marvelously 
drapes across the night sky.

 Maybe you have heard the 
song lyrics, “This little light of 
mine, I’m going to let it shine,” 
but didn’t understand who was 
the light or how to let it shine.  
Jesus is the true light that gives 
us light to shine so others can 
see the power of God and not 
us.  

As children of light, here are some practical ABCs to help you shine:

•      A prayer life - prayers may be quietly said while fluffing pillows for someone 
       needing comfort in their hospital bed or openly in a noisy cafeteria. 
       A lifestyle of prayer is talking to Jesus anywhere and anytime throughout
       the day. 

•     Bible believer – as a believer, search for Scripture; 
      write the Scripture on a note card; pray and
      think about the Scripture; recite the
      Scripture during your
      prayers before bedtime.

•	 Communicate God’s Word – 
live the Word of God through your words 
and actions. Be a good example by walking 
away from gossip or activities that are harmful 
to your mind, body and spirit. This shows the 
world that you are allowing the power of God to 
guide you. That is letting your light shine.  

 You are a chosen generation called out 
of darkness into God’s marvelous light       
(1 Peter 2:9).  God promises the children 
of light a new heaven and earth that will 
not need the sun or moon to shine in it, 
because it will be illuminated by the glory 
of God (Revelation 21:23).  This is
a future and hope the children of God can
look forward to.  In the meantime, it’s now your
time to shine –“you are the light of the world” 
(Matthew 5:14).

Shine!Shine!By Ollie L. Jefferson
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Joseph was hurt by what his brothers did when they 
sold him into slavery. Yet, he showed his heart and let

his light shine.  Read his story in Genesis 44:1–34.

Write how Joseph let his light shine with his brothers in 
the box below.

Did you know that your heart is about the size of your fist? It sits in your chest behind your ribs, the bones that form 
a protective cage around your heart and lungs, to the left side of your body.  The walls of the heart are made of really 
strong muscles that squeeze and relax to pump blood throughout the body. Your heart does this about 90 times a 
minute, it’s called a heartbeat! The heart has one main job, to pump blood to every part of the body nonstop. Blood is 
important because it carries oxygen, the stuff in the air that you breathe in through your lungs, and vitamins and 
minerals, substances your body needs that are found in the foods you eat.  These three things are needed for your 
body to grow, to repair itself and to go!

heart!

Our Health  Inside and Out

To grow up healthy and strong, your heart needs to be in good shape. 
Learn how to keep your heart healthy as you grow.

Playing actively can also help make 
your heart strong, boost your energy, 
help you sleep better and make you 
feel good. When you play, all of your 
muscles (including your heart) get 
stronger. This helps you use your food 
energy better, even when you are not 
moving.  Moving more during your 
every day activities is the best way to 
keep your heart strong because you 
can do that all the time. Try to be so 
active that you feel yourself breathing 
harder for at least 30 minutes a day – it 
doesn’t have to be 30 minutes all at 
once. These simple tips for healthy 
eating and active living can help your 
heart be strong and healthy as you 
grow!

Knowing your family’s heart history 
is one of the best ways to help lower 
your risk for certain health conditions 
and diseases.  Did you know that 
having a blood relative with a heart 
condition might increase your risk 
for getting those conditions too?  But 
through prevention (healthy food 
and lifestyle choices) your chances 
of getting diseases, whether or not 
they have occurred in your family, are 
lowered. That’s why being healthy is so 
important!

                           

3

Eat Well1 Play Hard2

Article information from The Dr. Bear © Club is a program of 
Children’s National Medical Center.

Answer: “He forgave his brothers.”

All in the Family 
Eat a food rainbow:  Brightly colored 
fruits and vegetables are good for 
your heart. Have fun and see how 
many different colors of fruits and 
vegetables you can eat at meals 
throughout the day. For example, 
carrots and sweet potatoes are 
orange, lettuce and kiwis are green, 
blueberries are blue and eggplants 
are purple. Can you think of some red 
and yellow fruits and vegetables? 
Try to fill at least half of your plate 
with these healthy, tasty and colorful 
foods.
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Copyright © 52 Ways to Teach Children to Share the Gospel.
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Matthew 5:14 

Hi kids ...  There are many places where Jesus calls us to let our light shine. 
                             Circle each place after solving the math problems below. 

Answer: “Jesus had 12 disciples.”



G.O.S.P.E.L.

G.O.S.P.E.L. Kids Town
is a fun-filled area at First Baptist Church of Glenarden 

for children ages 3 months–12 years old.

 (Growing Our Seed to Prepare for Eternal Life) 

Kids 
Town

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Worship Center

Sunday at 10 a.m. and noon

CHILDREN & YOUTH BIBLE STUDY
Worship Center

 Tuesday at 7 p.m.
(except for the Tuesday before the 4th Sunday)

CHILDREN’S NURSERY 
Worship Center

10 a.m. and noon services

CHILDREN’S INSTITUTE CLASSES
Ministry Center

6:30 p.m. service for ages 5-12
(Worship Center during 4th Sunday Communion 

and Special Events)


